White Man’s Burden Questions

In this poem, Kipling criticizes colonizing European countries and the justifications they give for taking over Asian and African countries. Answer the following questions to understand Kipling’s argument

1. What is a “burden”?

2. Why does Kipling use this word in his poem?  Is colonization something that Europeans have to do?

3. Kipling says that the Europeans go

“To seek another’s profit,

And work another’s gain”
If the “another” that he talks about are the native populations of colonized countries is this true?  Why or why not?
4. In the second stanza Kipling lists some “positives” that colonization might bring.  What are they?

5. In the second stanza, Kipling talks about how Europeans feel it is unfair that the native populations hate them for colonizing.  Based on what we know, explain the basis of the native populations’ anger. What’s your thought on this?
The “Brown Man’s Burden” Questions

Written in response as a parody of “The White Man’s Burden”, this poem takes a very different stance towards imperialism. 

1. In Kipling’s poem, each verse begins “Take up the white man’s burden”; in this poem, the author has changed this line to read “Pile on the brown man’s burden.” What is the significance of this?

2. How would you characterize the tone of this poem?

3. To whom do you think the poem is addressed? What do you think the author hoped to accomplish by publishing this poem?
4. What is the author’s main objection to what Kipling advocates in “The White Man’s Burden”?
5. What does the author see as the true motivating force behind imperialism? What are your thoughts on this?
